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It seems not unlikely tbat the planetary ether may be com-
posed of hydrogen gas, excessively rarefied, that is to say, of
an extremely light gas, still further rarefied, and rendered
infinitely more subtle by the absence of all pressure. We are
induced to conclude thatr the ether in which the planets
revolve is hydrogen, because, from observations made of late
years during the solar total eclipses, it has been ascertained
that the sun is surrounded by burning hydrogen gas.

In the language of every nation, the space which lies
beyond our atmosphere is called by the same name, that of
heaven. It is, then, in the universally recognized heaven that
we place our superhuman beings. In this we are in accord
with popular belief and prejudice, and we recognize this
argument with satisfaction. These prejudices, these presenti-
ments are frequently the outcome of the wisdom and the
observation of an infinite number of generations of men. A
tradition which has a uniform and universal existence, has all
the weight of scientific testimony.

In accordance with this phrase, and the immemorial tradi-
tion, the most widely-spread modern religions, Christianity,
Buddhism, and Mahometanism, assign heaven as the sojourn
of the elect of God.

Thus, we find science, tradition, and religion at one on
this point; and that it was a scientific truth which found
utterance by the lips of the priest who said to the msityred
king upon the scaffold: " Son of Saint Louis, ascend to
heaven."